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On 19th and 20th March 2025, all Stand Up for Europe’s partner representatives
gathered in Modena (Italy) for the first intermediate project meeting.

The meeting was held in such a lovely and peculiar venue: Drama teatro’s theatre
spaces, kindly offered by Artisti Drama, a local theatre company.

The dream team (in presence and online)
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Drama Teatro, the venue of the meeting Studying the agenda together

During the two days, participants from Germany, Italy, Slovenia, Hungary and Turkey
worked together to sum up the milestones already achieved and set the next steps.

With great appreciation from all the partners, the meeting approach was particularly
practical, as practical is meant to be the set of educational materials that the project
aims to create.

After exploring together the
agenda and the to do list for the
meeting, the host Barbara Grazzini
from  InEuropa, as certified
LEGO® SERIOUS PLAY®
facilitator, introduced a fantastic
ice-breaker based on this
innovative approach: the ducks. It
gave the opportunity to strenghten
project's team cooperative
attitude.

The team heterogeneity’s added value:
each duck is different, each duck is valuable
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When the team was ready for work, Turkish Doga Schools’ representative Dr Zuhal
Yilmaz, coordinator of the Desk research on which the curriculum will be based,
presented the completed versions of the international and national reports on the
state of the art of democracy and antidemocratic slogans in each partner country.

Each participant is different, each participant enriches the project’s
implementation with their valuable experience

It was stimulating to look at the materials together and decide how to improve them
before publishing the final version. Once the final version is translated in all the
project’s languages (English, German, Italian, Slovenian, Hungarian and Turkish), the
materials will be uploaded on the official website, ready to be used by youth
operators and teachers (for free!).

In the following articles, University of Augsburg’'s and Socialna Akademija’'s partners
(from Germany and Slovenia), the coordinators respectively of the curriculum
development and of the scenario creation, tell us how the meeting went on from their
point of view.
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One pillar of Stand up for Europe is the Argumentation training against anti-
democratic slogans by Prof. Dr. Klaus-Peter Hufer. As University of Augsburg, our
task is to expand and adapt this original approach, in coordination with the
partnership. Being in contact with Prof. Hufer for a long time and having great
impulses from our European partners, we presented at the partner’'s meeting in
Modena (ltaly) the first very comprehensive sketch of a comprehensive curriculum
with the title “Strengthening European Values - Dealing productively with anti-
democratic slogans”.

It consists of theoretical parts on the situation of
democracy and populism in Europe, didactical
hints for trainers and a wide range of over 30

activities.
These practical parts do not only address anti- Theory
democratic slogans with certain techniques, but Democracy and populism state of the
throw a light on the wider frame of democracy, art in Europe
invite for self-reflection and responsibility for
shaping a common European future: questions of
identity, values, conflicts, dilemmas as well as Practice
structures of power and discrimination offer a Didactical hints for trainers
comprehensive view on the issue of anti-
democratic tendencies in Europe.
Practice

Additi I th icul tai | Over 30 activities to reflect and work

rttionatly, € curriculum —contains  sample on democracy values and dilemmas
workshops and tools for training trainers offline

and online and reflect on this issues of quality

assurance and evaluation. The theoretical and practical sections of
Stand up for Europe’s curriculum
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Katrin Kuhla, psychologist and intercultural trainer, introduced the fundamental concepts
of the curriculum and its approach.

DEMOCRACY
PROCESS PRODUCTIVE
ORIENTATION APPRECIATION IRRITATION AS AL‘:\::I:Y OF

The conceptual pillars of the curriculum’s approach presented by Katrin Kuhla during the meeting.

The wonderful theatre location where the meeting took place gave us the possibility to
explore some activities to discuss these pillars in practice.

Katrin Kuhla and Florian Wenzel (member of the Network Civic Education in Bavaria)
invited participants to select a range of quotes on democracy and guess their origin.

Some phases of the activities guided by Katrin Kuhla and Florian Wenzel in the theatre.
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In small groups, partners gathered sentences meant to shed light on what it means
to defend democracy. With these definitions in mind, they discussed which goals
need to be achieved to confront anti-democratic slogans.

It became clear that, on one hand, red lines in the name of a ‘defensive democracy’
have to be drawn. At the same time, all participants realised that the danger of
repeating patterns of populism is an issue to deal with, especially when people feel
too sure about their own morally superior position.

To defend democracy means...

To deepen the issue of irritation and appreciation in terms of identity, Katrin Kuhla
told the participants two facts and one lie about herself.

The following discussion centered around criteria as to how we use preconceptions,
prejudices and seemingly objective facts to judge, trust or mistrust others. When
dealing with fake news, especially among young people in class chats, not only
objective counters will help, but building up trust and relations amongst each other.
This activity, when done by all participants, can be a process of opening up to each
other and strengthening new links by accepting prejudice as necessary for
orientation and at the same time always being surprised by biographical identities of
others.
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These practical examples from the curriculum focused on reflecting one’s own attitude
towards democracy and the people living in it before applying concrete techniques
countering slogans.

Finally, Florian Wenzel addressed the
issue of evaluation.

Often, evaluation has a focus on deficits,
is driven by an external expert and
seems intransparent to those being
affected by it.

Democratic Evaluation is an approach
that tries to connect to the principles to
social projects such as Stand Up for
Europe.

Florian Wenzel and the Democratic Evaluation

As a concrete example, small groups used the approach of LEGO Serious Play to
formulate positive questions to find out whether the criteria of success had been
reached in the course of the partners’ meeting. Then they shared their results with the
other groups.

In this way, participants take ownership of the process and design of evaluation
itself. At the end of the meeting, all discussed and answered the questions together. It
became clear that the spirit of such an evaluation is not to find out an ‘objective truth’,
but to focus on inspiration to strengthen the potential that were witnessed together.

Some groups during the sharing phase of the Democratic Evaluation
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CREATING SCENARIOS THAT SPEAK

EVA GAJSEK
SOCIALNA AKADEMIJA

As part of the recent partners' meeting in Modena, we led a short session focused
on developing materials for online learning tools.

The main objective was to create interactive learning scenarios based on situations
where antidemocratic slogans appear, and to explore how we might respond to
them. Toward the end, we also touched upon technical and practical aspects of
material implementation.

The goal of the session was to explore how to craft stories and situations that feel
real, relatable, and thought-provoking, ones that raise questions and encourage
active reflection.

In groups with each partner’s representatives, we explored what makes a scenario
resonate: how to make choices feel familiar, how to ensure authenticity, and which
slogans leave a lasting impression. Among other activities, participants worked in
small groups to co-create three scenarios inspired by everyday situations - online,
in public transport, and at work.

Creating scenarios - particularly evocative in a theatre!
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Each scenario included a variety of
possible reactions and their
consequences. This brainstorming
process revealed a wide range of
strategies one might use when
confronted with antidemocratic
behaviour - from staying silent to
speaking up, from offering quiet
support to taking public action.

One scenario, for instance, addressed
fake news on social media: a student
witnesses a classmate posting a
manipulated image of another friend
with a mocking caption. Reactions
ranged from informing a teacher,
confronting the offenders, and ignoring
the situation, to creating a counter-post.
Each choice carried its own risks and
impact, prompting a meaningful
discussion on real-life decision-making.

Creating scenarios while enjoying the Italian sunlight

The other two scenarios tackled racial profiling in public transport and sexist
remarks in traditionally male professions. These opened up space for nuance in
how we become aware of injustice, explore possible responses, and encourage
solidarity.

Through collective creativity, we took a small but meaningful step towards building
tools that empower people to recognise and respond to antidemocratic slogans in
public.

The next phase will focus on finalising the scenarios and implementing them into
the technical structure of the learning tool.
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NEXT STEPS

Final version of national and international

’ reports on state of the art of the training on
democracy and anti-democratic  slogans
published on the website

) Curriculum workbook published on the website in
all partner languages

National workshops for young people and youth

’
workers in Germany, Italy, Hungary, Slovenia and
Turkey

» Transnational training in Slovenia for partners in
November 2025

» Final Meeting and Event in Augsburg in December
2025

’ Events to disseminate the results in Germany,

Italy, Hungary, Slovenia and Turkey
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